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Subject:  Building Program October 2009 Update

Date:  October 30, 2009
October’s in-pew solicitation was tremendously successful.  Over $988,000 was pledged during the two weekends in early October.  That brings our grand total for the Upon this Rock Capital Campaign to:

$7,003,583
Wow!!!  Last Sunday many of us gathered together at the Parish Center to celebrate this tremendously successful capital campaign and the progress made to build our new church.  

Thanks again to the many, many parishioners who have pledged in this campaign and for those who also pledged during the Rooted in Faith campaign.

WHATS NEXT??  We have an important meeting with the Leesburg Planning Commission next week.  During this meeting there is the opportunity for public comment on the plans for our new church.  Following this meeting the Planning Commission will provide their non-binding recommendation to the Leesburg Town Council.  We anticipate St. John’s Building Program to be discussed at the January Town Council meeting.  
Do you want to speak up?  If you have an interest in presenting to the Leesburg Planning Commission please respond to this email.  We are still looking for a few parishioners to give input to the planning commission on how this Church will benefit Leesburg.  The meeting is Thursday, November 5 at 7pm.
Contents:
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Capital Campaign Progress:
We surpassed $7,000,000 in pledges!!!!!!!  Exact pledge total is $7,003,583 from 773 families.  That is a generous average pledge of $9,060 per family!
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Following the In-Pew weekends our participation rate jumped up to 35%!  Good news is that our current participation is typical of capital campaigns in our diocese and what we experienced in our last campaign.  The great news is that our average pledge is well above what the diocese normally sees.  We know there are still some of you out there that intend to pledge but haven’t done so yet.  If that is you, please contact Ken Tschida at 540-454-3978.  
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Our financial situation is outstanding and continues to improve.  We began this campaign with $4,000,000 in the bank.  Our preliminary estimates put the cost of our new church around $13,000,000.  To date in our current campaign we have secured pledges of $7,003,583.  Between beginning cash balance and pledges we have over $11,000,000 identified to fund our new church.  
Many thanks to all who helped us celebrate our success last Sunday evening at the Parish Center.  A special thank you to Katie Maceda and her hospitality committee who planned the party and transformed the parish center into a beautiful reception hall.  Thanks as well to the Knights of Columbus for providing the brawn to make the transformation.  And lastly to Terry Caugh and his crew for their wonderful catering.

Community Outreach:

The building committee hosted two community outreach sessions in October.  St. John’s neighbors were invited by mail to attend one of two scheduled sessions to learn about our plans for a new church and to ask any questions they may have concerning the building program and how it will affect them.

The sessions were well attended and feedback indicates that they were well received by our neighbors.  One neighbor who lives across from our property sent an email the next day which read:

“Thank you!  Thank you for the October 8th – “Upon This Rock” Community Conversation!  My questions were answered and I am fully satisfied this will be a marvelous project for St. John’s and the community.  Congratulations on such an outstanding project.”

The building committee will continue to interact with our neighbors, keeping them informed and providing them easy access to ask questions and raise concerns throughout the planning and the construction process.  These initial sessions were our first step to reach out to St. John’s neighbors.

Spiritual Campaign:

Prayers continue to be directed to heaven.  We have now reached 815,660 Hail Mary’s prayed for the building of our new Church!  The contact for the Spiritual Emphasis Committee is Marie Carpenter, who can be reached at:  
prayersforanewchurch@stjohnsleesburg.com.  

You should use this email to obtain your rosary when you achieve 500 Club status and to report your progress.
Also recognized at our celebration party last week were those parishioners, families and groups who have prayed over 10,000 Hail Mary’s.  Below are the names of these prayer warriers:

Father  Tran                                                      

Stein Family                                                      

Father Mosimann                                               

McLaughlin Mark Family                    

Michele Litton                                                

Mary McCarthy                                                

Maria Powell                                                

Hoffman Family                                                

Celest & Raul Hermosillo                              

Haas Family                                        

Geiran Family                                                

Duthie Family                                                

Charlotte Chow                                                   

Melvin Carpenter                                                

Agnes Cammack/8:30 Daily Mass Rosary Group

Mass intentions continue to be said for all parishioners who are contributing to our building program through both prayers and dollars.  Scrolls have been placed on the altar with the names of everyone who has submitted prayers and/or made pledges to our campaign to build our church.

How can you help?
Remember to pray your Hail Mary’s and turn in your prayer counts!  Make it a family affair – pray the rosary together and for each family member you have just prayed 53 Hail Mary’s.  For a family of 5 that is 265 Hail Mary’s!!
Consider speaking at the Leesburg Planning Commission Meeting on November 5th to show the Town of Leesburg your support for and commitment to building our new church.  Make plans to attend the Town Council meeting in January to show your support.
If you have not pledged, please contact Ken Tschida:

Phone number:  540-454-3978

Email:  buildingprogram@stjohnleesburg.com
Please remember that if you ever have any questions you can ask any of the committee members, our campaign manager (Ken Tschida), our wonderful priests, or just simply submit your question via email to buildingprogram@stjohnleesburg.com. 
In Christ’s name,

Diane Beauchamp

Communications
St. John’s Building Committee
